
2013 C-SPAN StudentCam Assignment 
Ms. Van Dusen 

 
For those of you choosing to do the StudentCam competition, you may do this on your own or with one 
or two other students of your choosing.  These will also be worth 100 points and an additional 10 points 
in extra credit for the extra work involved.  The videos are due to be submitted to C-SPAN by midnight 
on January 18, and I would like a copy turned into me by Jan 16.  If your film is not submitted to C-
SPAN on time, you will not get credit for the project. **Videos larger than 800mb will not upload 
to C-SPAN. 
 
This year’s topic for the documentary film contest is: “Message to the President” 
What’s the most important issue the president should consider in 2013? 
 
I will be checking in with you to find out that you have completed the following steps by the due dates.  
Save this assignment sheet, so I can check off and initial when these steps are completed: 
 
 _______StudentCam group and topic selected (November 15) 
 
 _______ Topic solidified/research completed/C-SPAN clips selected (Dec. 4) 
 
 _______ Interview subjects contacted/interviews scheduled (Dec. 11) 
     
 _______ Storyboard/script completed (Dec. 13) 
 
 _______ Interviews/filming/clip downloading completed/editing underway (January 7) 
 
 _______ Completed video which meets all C-SPAN requirements turned 
   in to me and successfully submitted to C-SPAN (Jan. 17) 
 
When you finish these steps, come to see me so I can check them off.  You will also receive a grading 
rubric for the project based on C-SPAN’s requirements. 
 
Please write on a sheet of paper the people with whom you will work and your general topic, and turn it in 
to me by Thursday, November 15. 
 
Your StudentCam project will be graded based on the guidelines for the contest from C-SPAN (from 
www.studentcam.org) 
 
Entries will be judged on the following criteria: 
    * Success in capturing one of the contest's topics 
    * Quality of expression and creativity 
    * Inclusion of C-SPAN programming 
    * Inclusion of varying points of view 
 
Judges have made the following comments regarding their assessments of the videos: 
    * Students should try to appear in their video, if appropriate. 
    * Show varying opinions about your topic. 
    * Shoot your own B-roll video. An example of B-roll footage includes pictures of medical research labs 
 from last year’s Grand Prize winning video, "Cancer: It's Personal". If you can't shoot your own 
 B-roll video, the StudentCam Facebook page is a great resource for video you may use. 
    * Explain any graphs or graphics that appear in your documentary. 
 
 



 
 
 
StudentCam Groups 
 
 
Names of filming group: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ideas for general topic: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


